
 The Riches of 
Impoverishment 

When we think of the words 
impoverishment, poverty, or bankrupt 
we tend to cringe because being poor 
in our generation is a bad thing. We 

definitely won't find a “3 steps to poorness”, or 
find a “how to” book on striving for 
impoverishment. We have been taught all of our 
lives that you will be trampled on if you are the 
low man on the totem pole. 
 
We see in Scripture that God is calling us to be 
poor, impoverished and even bankrupt in spirit, 
(absolute true humility). Matthew 5:3 says, 
“Blessed are those who are poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven”. So, what does 
it mean to be poor in spirit? Or moreover, being 
in possession of the kingdom of heaven? It's 
like God telling us, “give up everything; and 
you will possess everything”. I think most of us 
understand that poor in spirit is: the absolute 
need for God, or true dependence on God. Do 
we really believe this? Do we really seek 
impoverishment so to increase our dependence 
on Him? Are we really comfortable relying less 
on physical, financial or emotional support 
from other sources other than God? We live in a 
generation that is enthralled with status and 
position. It's like a pyramid -- he who has the 
most is at the top; and he who has the least is at 
the bottom. However, the kingdom of God is 
like an upside down pyramid where the least is 
most and the most is least. In the world’s 
kingdom people are fighting to get to the top 
but in the kingdom of God you don't have 
people fighting to get to the bottom. Nobody 
likes the bottom and nobody likes 
impoverishment. Why do you think it is 
important to God that we remain poor and 
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Located at: 762 Triangle Drive 
Mail to: PO Box 263 
Ponderay, ID 83852 

Mission Phone: (208) 263-6698 
James’ Cell (206) 235-2902 

Email: bonnergospel@outlook.com 
Facebook: Bonner Gospel Mission–

Sandpoint, ID 
 Website: BonnerGospelMission.org  

needy? I believe it is to teach us how to truly 
depend on Him, which is how we glorify 
God.  
 
Sometimes we think we need status, position 
and everyone's approval but the reality is, we 
really work better when we live out of our 
impoverishment because that's where our 
dependence on God is at its best and that my 
friends is where our relationship with God 
grows the most. 
 
In Exodus 33 God shows Moses that He gave 
Israel everything He promised and Moses 
was thankful but he wanted more. After he 
heard God say, “I gave you everything I 
promised.” Moses says, “Thank you, and 
now show me YOU”. It‘s like Moses was 
saying, “I want You. I don’t want the things 
of You. I want You!” And this blessed God. 
I think we get lost in the things of God, 
rather than God Himself.  
 
May you find your true riches in Christ Jesus 
through your impoverishment. 
 
In His Service, 
James Noriega 



Pray Specifically For: 
1. James Noriega as he navigates the day 

to day operations of the mission. 
2. Our staff, to be able to minister to our 

guests with clarity, wisdom, discern-
ment, patience, and the ability to listen 
well and give counsel that is in accor-
dance to God’s Word.  

3. Our guests to have a sincere thirst for 
God’s Word, to mature as new believ-
ers, and have a strong desire to attend a 
church that teaches God’s Word. 

4. The men to find true friendships with 
other believers. 

5. Jobs for our guests: temporary day jobs 
or more long term ones 

6. Our Nation, local community leaders, 
and emergency responders. 

 
Ongoing and Special Needs: 
1. Food: Hamburger, chili, chicken, milk, 

eggs, bread, cold cereal, bacon, sausage, 
casseroles that we can freeze, and chips. 

2. Homemade meals are a real blessing to 
us. If you would like to provide a meal 
please call and we can set up a time. 

3. Financial Support for monthly opera-
tions.  

 
Praise Report: 
 Praise God the donation that meets last 

months request for remodeling funds. 
 

It takes a village to run a mission 
 
The Bonner Gospel Mission has been so blessed by the number of volunteers and donors that have come 
through this year.  Giving comes in all types of ways: financial donations, helping with the building, 
food and clothing donations, cooking a meal, or anonymously dropping off food, etc.  It all helps and 
there is no way we could do it with out people like you.  Although, this loving generosity is crucial to 
our ministry, it is also crucial to your walk with Christ. You are fulfilling a great command by Jesus 
Himself.  In Matthew 25:31-40  Jesus said, I will separate and judge those who helped the needy and 
those who don’t.  Jesus, continues to put it like this 
“Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you 
gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison 
and you came to visit me. “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and 
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you 
in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?  “The 
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
mine, you did for me.’ 
By you your generosity, the men are loved, cared about and provided for, but moreover God is eager to 
bless you for your giving, because it was as if you gave directly to God.  
The Board of Directors and I want to thank you for your generosity, but moreover we thank God, 
because of you. 


