
The Centrality of the Cross of Jesus 
“Why God Became Man” 
Summary of Saint Anselm 

 
Romans 4:7-8 – Lawless Deeds are 
Forgiven;  Psalm 32:1-2 – Transgressions 
are Forgiven; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 — If 
Anyone is in Christ, he is a New Creation 

 
We have to understand how huge, immense and vast the 
cross is and what was actually accomplished through the 
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  
 
What is sin? 
Sin is defined as the withholding from God the honor 
that is due him. Therefore, sin is debt, or the failure to 
render to God full and proper obedience. 
"One who does not render this honor [i.e., obedience in 
every act of will] to God takes away from God what 
belongs to Him, and dishonors God, and to do this is to 
sin". 
 
Under what obligation does sin place mankind? (a 
three-fold obligation) 
1. We must immediately render to God full and proper 
obedience in everything; 2. We must pay back the honor 
due unto God of which, by our sin, we deprived him; 3. 
We must pay back more (reparation) than we have taken 
away; this is because of the infinite degree of the insult 
we inflicted on God by dishonoring him. Hence, total 
obedience, repayment, and reparation are required of all 
humanity. 
 
What are the possible options left to mankind? 
There are only two: either we must be punished or we 
must make the required satisfaction. Punishment is less 
than desirable for all concerned, for God's plan to bring 
eternal happiness to his creation would suffer. 
Satisfaction for sin is the only viable alternative. 
 
Is mankind able to make the required satisfaction for 
sin? 
No, for two reasons. First, we already owe God complete 
obedience and thus have nothing to offer to make 
satisfaction that is not already rightfully his. Second, sin 
is infinitely heinous because God, against whom it was 
committed, is infinitely holy. Thus, whatever satisfaction 
we make would be eternal in duration, for our sin 
offended an eternally righteous God. 
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Located at: 762 Triangle Drive 
Mail to: PO Box 263 
Ponderay, ID 83852 

Mission Phone: (208) 263-6698 
James’ Cell (206) 235-2902 

Email: bonnergospel@outlook.com 
Facebook: Bonner Gospel Mission–Sandpoint, ID 

 Website: BonnerGospelMission.org  

Why cannot God, in love and mercy, simply 
dismiss the offense and forgive us our sins? 
Two reasons: First, if sin is not punished, it is not 
subject to any law or regulation. The sinner and saint 
would thus have equal standing before God. 
Secondly, God didn’t have to save anyone and still be 
a good and just God. What humans deserve is death 
from a just God. So God accepted the perfect sacrifice 
of His Son, our Savior, Jesus, to pay that debt we 
owed. Therefore, the justice of God has no less a right 
for expression than do his love and mercy. So the 
bottom line is that man should have paid for sin, but 
Jesus was the only one who could have paid for sin. 
 
How, then, can satisfaction be made? 
"Satisfaction cannot be made unless there be some 
One able to pay God for man's sin something greater 
than all that is beside God. . . . Now nothing is greater 
than all that is beside God except God Himself. None 
therefore can make this satisfaction except God. And 
none ought to make it except man.” In other words, 
only we owe the debt, but we cannot pay it. Only God 
can pay the debt, but he does not owe it. Therefore, 
only a God-man, i.e., Jesus Christ, can both bear the 
guilt of human sin and pay the debt incurred by it.  
This is why God had to became man! 
 
How could the death of Christ honor God and 
sufficiently outweigh the sins of men? 
There are three answers. 
1. Since the God-man offered to God a gift he did not 
owe, the gift is adequate to pay for our sins.  
2. The God-man did not deserve to die. His death was 
entirely voluntary. Thus his death, unlike that of all 
other men, was meritorious in God's sight. 
3. The assault on Christ is the greatest sin imaginable. 
Therefore, since he willed to endure this greatest of 
all injustices, the merit of his death is itself the 
greatest imaginable and more than suffices to 
outweigh the sins of mankind.  



Pray Specifically For: 
1. James Noriega as he navigates the day to 

day operations of the mission. 
2. Our staff, to be able to minister to our 

guests with clarity, wisdom, discernment, 
patience, and the ability to listen well and 
give counsel that is in accordance to 
God’s Word.  

3. Our guests to have a sincere thirst for 
God’s Word, to mature as new believers, 
and have a strong desire to attend a 
church that teaches God’s Word. 

4. The men to find true friendships with 
other believers. 

5. Jobs for our guests: temporary day jobs 
or more long term ones 

6. Our Nation, local community leaders, 
and emergency responders. 

 
Ongoing and Special Needs: 
1. Food: Hamburger, chili, chicken, milk, 

eggs, bread, cold cereal, bacon, sausage, 
casseroles that we can freeze, and chips. 

2. Homemade meals are a real blessing to 
us. If you would like to provide a meal 
please call and we can set up a time. 

3. Financial Support for monthly 
operations.  

4. We are hoping to start re-siding and 
painting our buildings. We feel it’s 
important to keep and maintain our 
facility because they represent our 
ministry to this community. One of the 
many blessings BGM enjoys is the fact 
that we have no debt, so any money that 
is donated for special projects goes to 
that project. Praise God. 

 

Mission Updates 

1. Praise God we have the funds to work 
on new projects.  One of the much needed 
projects is installing new siding on the 
buildings.  We want these buildings to last 
for a long time. God is calling us to be 
good stewards of these buildings, so we 
would ask you to join us in prayer as we 
work on this huge endeavor.   
 
3. We are planning on yard maintenance 
and beautification, so if you have a green 
thumb and love planting, we would love 
to have some folks teach our men garden-
ing, planting and maintenance.  It would 
be a great teachable time for our men.  
please let me know if you are interested in 
showing our men on some gardening 
skills. You see, we have tons of real state 
to work with. 

 We have another need, to finish our breezeway.  
We are praying for someone with some carpentry 
skills that can help us finish this project.  We have 
plenty of help, but need some expertise help.  If 
you feel led to participate it would be an enormous 
blessing!   Please contact James 

Meet Kelsey Boekenoogen, she is our new 
bookkeeper.  She has been a wonderful 
addition to our team and she loves Jesus! 


