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For God 
So loved 

the 
world 

that He 
gave His 

only 
begotten 
Son that 
whoso 
ever 

believes 
in Him 

shall not 
perish 

but have 
ever  

lasting 
life. 
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Located at: 762 Triangle Drive 
Mail to: PO Box 263 

Ponderay, ID 83852 
Mission Phone: (208) 263-6698 
James’ Cell (206) 235-2902 

Email: bonnergospel@outlook.com 
Facebook: Bonner Gospel Mission–

Sandpoint, ID 
 Website: BonnerGospelMission.org  

 

Sometimes I think we need to be reminded 
of the freedom we have from our sin. I 
want to talk to you about the Samaritan 
woman (John 4:1-45) and give a picture of 
this woman’s healing and what her 

testimony of healing did for others. The story starts 
with the woman coming to the well where Jesus was. 
Jesus strikes up the conversation with her about 
drinking water but quickly moves from the water in 
the well to the living water where she would never 
thirst again. She responds by saying, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here 
to draw water” (John 4:15). At this point, Jesus starts 
to reveal himself as the Messiah. The way he chooses 
to do this to the woman is to reveal her sin. 
  
By showing her sin and still revealing himself as the 
Christ (John 4:26), Jesus says, “Because I am the 
Savior of the world I don’t see you as they see 
you” (John 4:16-18). Immediately, she goes back to 
her town and tells the people, “Come, see a man who 
told me all that I ever did. Can this be the 
Christ?” (John 4:29). The Samaritans believe her, 
based on her testimony (John 4:42) of “a man who 
told me everything I ever did”. 
  
The townspeople then came to Jesus and asked Him to 
stay with them, and he did. After two days, the towns’ 
response was, “we had believed because of the 
woman’s testimony of ‘He told me all that I ever did,’ 
but now, we no longer believe because of what the 
woman said. We have heard what Jesus has said and 
believe for ourselves” (John 4:41-42). 
  
There are three points I want to unpack here.  
   First, hidden or un-confessed sin keeps you in 
bondage. The moment Jesus revealed her sin the 
Samaritan woman was free. Living the gospel, you 
have to reveal sin because un-confessed sin keeps you 
in darkness. Jesus shows us, if we walk in the light as 
He is in the light, this cleanses you from all sin.   
(1 John 1: 7).  

 
   Second, being freed from the bondage of 
hidden or un-confessed sin allows us to worship 
in Spirit and Truth. Once you worship in Spirit 
and in Truth, which is through the power of the 
Holy Spirit, you are no longer in bondage to your 
sin.  
   Third, the Samaritan woman didn’t just receive 
her healing and keep it to herself. She instantly 
told others, which is the true image of healing; 
giving away what you have been given. The only 
way to give away what she had was that she saw 
she was no longer a victim to others’ thoughts 
about her, or condemnation from others. The 
bottom line is you can give to others, because 
you are no longer a victim. 
  
So, my question is: What keeps us from 
confessing and revealing sin? Shame? Guilt? 
Condemnation? The Cross of Jesus Christ has 
rescued us from the grip of shame and guilt. With 
the right view of the Cross, we can take a good 
look into our sin and repent from it better than 
ever.   By God’s grace when we sin, it’s a 
reminder of how good God is; not a reminder of 
how bad you are. 
In His service 
James Noriega 



Our Mission is taking on 
some awesome changes.  I 
wanted you to see what we 
have been up to here at the 
mission.  Steve Schubarth 
and some of our residents 
just finished our new 
laundry room and our new 
day room!  This renovation 
has blessed the men and our 
ministry in great ways.  The 
day room is a great place to 
fellowship and read  their 
daily scriptures and 
homework.  The new day 
room has helped the men 
fellowship and pray with 
one another as they gather to 
talk through their life plans 
and goals.  The laundry 
room turned out amazing as 
we also made it our clothing 
room.  So, now the men 
have all things to do with 
clothing in one place and it 
turned out so good that we 
only need one man to 
operate both the laundry and 
clothing room.  These 
renovations have given the 
mission a huge sense of Joy 
that can only come from 
God!  Our main concern for 
the men is discipleship that 
traffics around the heart, but 
sometimes God moves us to take care of the physical 
needs of the men and these 2 projects did just that; the 
men feel loved and cared for.  We couldn’t do this 
without faithful donors like you. So I want thank you and 
the Board of Directors also thanks you for your 
giving!  Along with Steve S. the residents also come with 
many talents around construction and have taken your 
donation and done amazing things.  Our next project is 
renovating a large part of the dorm room.  We would like 
to add more beds, so we need to add carpet, drywall and 
electrical.  We need about $10,000 for the total 
transformation, so we are asking for prayer, funding and 
volunteers for our next construction project that will add 
many beds and stability. 

 
Dear friends, 
 
As of Nov 18,2020 my position 
as Executive Director of Bonner 
Gospel Mission came to an end 

and James Noriega became the new Executive 
Director. It’s so great to see how God 
provides, as we have been praying that God 
would provide just the right man to take over 
the reins and pour the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
into our guests lives. God has also been 
blessing us with people that come and provide 
meals, and godly men who come and lead 
Bible study and disciple our guests.  
It’s been a blessing to serve as the director 
these last 2 years and now to step aside and 
work, as a volunteer, with James.  I am now 
serving on the Board of Directors. Please 
continue to pray for us at BGM to have 
wisdom, discernment and knowledge as we 
share the Gospel and maintain our focus.  
God Bless,  
Your servant in Christ, 
Steve Schubarth  

 
Pray Specifically For: 
1. James Noriega as he navigates the day to 

day operations of the mission. 
2. Our staff, to be able to minister to our 

guests with clarity, wisdom, discernment, 
patience, and the ability to listen well and 
give counsel that is in accordance to 
God’s Word.  

3. Our guests to have a sincere thirst for 
God’s Word, to mature as new believers, 
and have a strong desire to attend a 
church that teaches God’s Word. 

4. The men to find true friendships with 
other believers. 

5. Jobs for our guests: temporary day jobs 
or more long term ones 

6. Our Nation, local community leaders, 
and emergency responders. 

 
Ongoing and Special Needs: 
1. Food: Hamburger, chili, chicken, milk, 

eggs, bread, cold cereal, bacon, sausage, 
casseroles that we can freeze, and chips. 

2. Homemade meals are a real blessing to 
us. If you would like to provide a meal 
please call and we can set up a time. 

3. Financial Support for monthly 
operations.  

4. Remodeling funds of $10,000. 
 
Praise Report: 
 Praise God for a good financial report 
 Praise God for Ron Stutzke’s willingness 

to serve as our board member 

Important Announcement: 
Our Annual Christmas Dinner is 
cancelled because of our concern for 
the health and safety of all guests 
and  volunteers.  
We plan to continue (Lord willing) 
next year.  
Thanks for all the blessings and the 
many wonderful memories. 
Blessings and peace to you this 
season.  


